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winds and seas; and, indeed, when once
entered here, vessels may ride secure from the
gales of every quarter.
This alone would be an advantage of the
highest kind, if the entrance to the port were
less confined and dangerous than it now is; and
as there can be no doubt that it has constantly
grown worse in the hands of such improvident
masters as its present ones, so it may be presumed
that, at the period when the isthmus was con-
structed, the access to the port was sufficiently
free to justify the shutting up of the southern
passage into it by the neck of land which still
remains.
Pursuing our way along the traces of the aque-
duct spoken of, we passed, besides the visible
foundation nearer the city, a large detached
fragment of it, consisting of three perfect arches,
still erect; and, soon afterwards, a second de-
tached mass, under the brow of a small hill, on
which were conspicuous the whitened domes of
a mosque or a saint's tomb. This elevation is
thought by some to be the rock on which Palas-
tyrus was built, and by others the mount which
Nebuchadnezzar, in conformity to the prophe-
cies, threw up against it in the siege, though it
is a small natural hill, and no vestiges of any old
city are to be traced near it.
As far as this, the aqueduct led from the city